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Nursing 
home 
deadline 
missed 


White House request for 
complete testing seen as 
poor use of time, money 


A two-week challenge for states to 
provide coronavirus tests to all nurs- 
ing home residents and staff has been 
met with little or no movement by 
many. 

A review by the Associated Press 
found that at least half of the states are 
not going to meet the White House’s 
deadline, and some won't even try. 

Only a handful of states have said 
they’ve already tested every nursing 
home resident. 

Many states said the logistics, costs 
and manpower needs are too great. 
Some say they need another week, 
while others say they need much more 
time. 

And still other states are question- 
ing whether testing every nursing 
home resident and staff, regardless of 
any other factors, is a good use of time 
and money. 


See story, Page 6A 


“We should never be 
discouraged by those who 
can’t get it done. We should 
be encouraged by those 
who have shown us that it 
can be done.” 

Dr. Deborah Birx 

White House adviser, responding to the 


failure to meet Trump administration goals for 
nationwide testing within a two-week period 


MEMORIAL DAY 
IN A NEW LIGHT 


Pandemic 
changes 
traditional 
plans to honor 
fallen soldiers 


The sun rises over flags 
decorating grave markers 

at the National Memorial 
Cemetery of Arizona on Sunday. 
MICHAEL CHOW/THE REPUBLIC 


Lauren Castle Arizona Republic | USA TODAY NETWORK 


For decades, veterans groups and the Boy Scouts of America have honored 
fallen military personnel on Memorial Day by placing small U.S. flags on each 
gravesite in national cemeteries. 

The iconic images of rows of waving flags are a powerful reminder of the 
sacrifices made to protect America’s freedom. 

But this year, Americans have had to change their routines because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Cities and agencies have taken precautions to help pre- 
vent the spread, and the U.S. Department of Veteran Services is among them. 

The National Cemetery Association will not host any public Memorial Day 
events this year. The wreath-laying ceremony will be closed to the public, and 
photos will be shared on social media. 

And there will be no mass placement of flags on the gravesites in the 142 
national cemeteries. 


See MEMORIAL DAY, Page 13A 


More inside: This Memorial Day, keep in mind the sacrifices made for your freedoms, writes Laurie Roberts. 3A 


US birth rate falls; virus could drive it down further 


Mike Stobbe ASSOCIATED PRESS 


NEW YORK - U.S. births continued to 
fall last year, leading to the fewest num- 
ber of newborns in 35 years. 

The decline is the latest sign of a pro- 
longed national “baby bust” that’s been 
going on for more than a decade. And 
some experts believe the coronavirus 
pandemic and its impact on the econo- 
my will suppress the numbers further. 

“This unpredictable environment, 
and anxiety about the future, is going to 
make women think twice about having 
children,” said Dr. Denise Jamieson, 
chair of obstetrics and gynecology at 


Emory University. 

The latest numbers were released 
Wednesday by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. The report, 
which is considered preliminary, is 
based on a review of more than 99% of 
birth certificates issued last year. 

The CDC found the number of births 
fell about 1% from 2018, to about 3.7 mil- 
lion. Birth rates continued to fall for teen 
moms and for women in their 20s. 

Aside from a one-year uptick in 2014, 
U.S. births have been falling every year 
since 2007, when a recession hit the 


See BIRTH RATE, Page 13A 


FOR 72 MONTHS 


NO PAYMENTS FOR 6 MONTHS ON 
ALL NEW 2019 & 2020 FORDS 


ALL CREDIT SCORES ARE WELCOME TO APPLY! 


E 
480-821-3200 | SANTANFORD.COM | 1429 EAST MOTORPLEX LOOP | GILBERT, AZ SANTA 


DAY 
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The man behind the brands 


Fisher has made logos and designs for Arizona teams 
such as the Suns, D-Backs, Coyotes and Mercury. 1B 


MEMORIAL 


Up to the minute 


Get the latest news at 
azcentral.com 


U.S. birth rates 
dropped for the 
fifth year ina 
row in 2019, 
producing the 
lowest number 
of babies in 35 
years, according 
to numbers 
released on 
Wednesday by 
the Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention. 
SETH WENIG/AP FILE 
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Weather 


High 98° I Low 73° 
Sunny. Forecast, 2A 
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